2Q                              COMMERCIAL OILS
Iodine Number
This is perhaps the most important single characteris-
tic or constant of oils as far as determining puiity is
concerned. It was noted above that the saponification
numbers of most oils varied between 190 and 200, with
a few exceptions. Iodine numbers on the contrary
run all the way from i to over 200. The determination
of the iodine number at once therefore places an unknown
oil, approximately at least.
The iodine number is defined as the number of milli-
grams of iodine absorbed by i gram of a fat or oil.
The determination is carried out by several different
methods, (Hiibl, Hanus, Wijs) which may give some-
what varying results. It is well, therefore, to state the
method employed in making the determinations.
The iodine value and the absorbing power for oxygen
run parallel. High iodine values therefore denote
drying oils, valuable for varnish, paint, etc.
The table on page 21 gives the commoner oils classi-
fied according to their iodine values:
Bromine Value
This is similar to iodine value and is sometimes sub-
stituted for it.
Reichert-Meissl, Reichert-Wollny Number
is the number of cubic centimeters of decinormal caustic
potash solution required to neutralize the volatile fatty
acids distilled in a certain way. In other words, this
number is a measure of the fatty acids of an oil which
are capable of being distilled. Not many oils contain
volatile fatty acids, so that this determination is not